
John
Dewey's Theory

Philosophy

Within Pragmatism's educational philosophy.

Strongly dependent on human experience,
instrumentalism or experimentalism

“Instrumentalist” conception of knowledge

Psychology

Emphasized functionalism

Students are best served by taking
an active role in their learning
experience

Sociology
Democratic ideals, encouraged equal voice of educators
and students (De Castell & Luke, 1983).

Balanced approach to education

Learning equation: content = educator = learner 

Concept of Lteracy
Literacy within the scope of the
learners' natural activities and
interests.

Attitude to Education

Offers vital information about life skills and moral decision
making (De Castell & Luke, 1983).

Based on learning through doing not rote learning 

Teaching Education based on the students' interactions
with the present.

Curriculum

Learners create paths for applying &

achieving knowledge (Sikandar,
2016).

Evaluation
Done through written tests and
projects.

Useful if it determines the social-life
or worldview of learners 

Pedagogy

Educators as facilitators and guides
Learners discover themselves & develop as independent
and active learners (De Castell & Luke, 1983)

Educator observes students’ interests to help them
develop problem-solving skills.

Outcome
Teaching students how to live in the physical world,
pragmatically and automatically.

Interdisciplinary curriculum & links
multiple subjects

To achieve the required levels of practice,
Dewey advocated for tools that recreated the
natural world's experience in an experiential

learning environment (Hickman, 2016).
Dewey's education perspective focuses on
classroom democracy, which encourages
participation and meaningful activity in
learning by having students learn to co-

operate within a community. The progressive
education replaced rote learning and teacher's

authoritarianism (Sikandar, 2016). The all-
knowing teacher's traditional role is to deliver
information and then assess rote learning

using a written test (Sikandar, 2016). Except
the progressive and democratic 

the approach of Dewey, an educator, works as
a facilitator and encourage students to interact

and collaborate in groups (De
Castell & Luke, 1983). Although with Dewey
room is still left for students' evaluation to be
done using written tests, learners are also
assessed using other presentations or

projects. With Dewey, education is a process
of growth to prepare you for an unknown

future.

Dewey's educational philosophy emphasized
progressive education, going so far as to

express that students should interact with their
environment to adapt and learn (Sikandar,

2016). That learning should be determined by
curiosity. He believed that developing practical

life skills and learning through doing was
essential for a student's education. The

democratic and practical approach of Dewey
was inherently student-centred, as it stressed
the interests and needs of learners(De Castell &

Luke, 1983). Dewey also proposed that
educators should follow an interdisciplinary
curriculum to apply to the learners' lives.


